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Statement of Purpose 

 

Education exists for the purpose of enabling each individual to realize and maintain her/his full potential. Music and visual 

arts education, as a social, intellectual and physical discipline, specifically involves the development of each individual's 

aptitude, understanding and appreciation and serves as an essential element to the developmental process.  

 

The elementary music and visual arts programs provide the opportunity for each individual to develop a comprehensive 

foundation of basic knowledge, skills, and techniques and serves not only as an Arts specific course but also provides a 

vehicle by which associated disciplines are enhanced and supported.  

 

This curriculum guide has been designed to expose all students to the music educational experience outlined within. As a 

precursor to the middle school curriculum each student will be offered thorough and analogous music instruction and will 

be fully prepared for the continuing education offered at the secondary level. Additionally, through active participation, 

students will develop positive individual and group behavioral patterns while exploring the vast cultural and ethnic diversity 

reflective of our community and the art form itself.  

 

Our school district provides an extensive arts program, which will enable students to succeed and compete in the global 

marketplace using the New Jersey Student Learning Standards in conjunction with the New Jersey Visual and Performing 

Arts Curriculum Frameworks and technological exploration. Our Music curriculum includes interdisciplinary connections to 

Dance, Language Arts, Social Studies, and Math. 

 

Primary interdisciplinary connections: Math, Language Arts, Social Studies, Dance 

 

21st Century Themes: Global Awareness, Health Literacy, Creativity and Innovation, Communication and Collaboration  
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Unit 1:  Rhythm Duration:  9 days (September – October) 
 

Standard 

1.1.2. B.1 Explore the elements of music through verbal and written responses to diverse aural prompts and printed scores.  

1.1.2.B.2  Identify musical elements in response to diverse aural prompts, such as rhythm, timbre, dynamics, form, and melody. 

1.1.2. B.3 Identify and categorize sound sources by common traits (e.g., scales, rhythmic patterns, and/or other musical 
elements), and identify rhythmic notation up to eighth notes and rests. 

1.2.2. A.2 Identify how artists and specific works of dance, music, theatre, and visual art reflect, and are affected by, past and 
present cultures. 

1.2.5. A.1 Recognize works of dance, music, theatre, and visual art as a reflection of societal values and beliefs. 

1.2.5. A.2 Relate common artistic elements that define distinctive art genres in dance, music, theatre, and visual art. 

1.3.P.B.1  Clap, sing, or play on pitch from basic notation in the treble clef, with consideration of pitch, rhythm, dynamics, and 
tempo. 

1.3.2.B.3  Demonstrate correct playing techniques for Orff instruments or equivalent homemade instruments.  

1.3.2. B.4 Vocalize the home tone of familiar and unfamiliar songs, and demonstrate appropriate posture and breathing technique 
while performing songs, rounds, or canons in unison and with a partner.  

1.3.2.B.5  Improvise short tonal and rhythmic patterns over ostinatos, and modify melodic or rhythmic patterns using selected 
notes and/or scales to create expressive ideas.  

1.3.2. B.6 Sing or play simple melodies or rhythmic accompaniments in AB and ABA forms independently and in groups, and 
sight-read rhythmic and music notation up to and including eighth notes and rests in a major scale. 

1.3.5. B.1 Sing or play music from complex notation, using notation systems in treble and bass clef, mixed meter, and compound 
meter. 

1.3.5. B.2 Sing melodic and harmonizing parts, independently and in groups, adjusting to the range and timbre of the developing 
voice. 

1.3.5. B.3 Improvise and score simple melodies over given harmonic structures using traditional instruments and/or computer 
programs. 

1.3.5. B.4 Decode how the elements of music are used to achieve unity and variety, tension and release, and balance in musical 
compositions. 

1.4.2. A.1 Identify aesthetic qualities of exemplary works of art in dance, music, theatre, and visual art, and identify 
characteristics of the artists who created them (e.g., gender, age, absence or presence of training, style, etc.) 

1.4.2.A.2  Compare and contrast culturally and historically diverse works of dance, music, theatre, and visual art that evoke 
emotion and that communicate cultural meaning.  

1.4.2. A.4 Distinguish patterns in nature found in works of dance, music, theatre, and visual art.  
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1.4.2. B.1 Observe the basic arts elements in performances and exhibitions and use them to formulate objective assessments of 
artworks in dance, music, theatre, and visual art. 

1.4.2.B.2  Apply the principles of positive critique in giving and receiving responses to performances. 

8.1.2. A.5 Demonstrate the ability to navigate in developmentally appropriate virtual environments. 

1.1.5. A.1 Analyze both formal and expressive aspects of time, shape, space, and energy, and differentiate basic choreographic 
structures in various dance works. 

1.1.5. A.2 Analyze the use of improvisation that fulfills the intent of and develops choreography in both its form and structure. 

1.1.5. A.3 Determine how accompaniment (such as sound, spoken text, or silence) can affect choreography and improvisation. 

1.1.5. A.4 Differentiate contrasting and complementary shapes, shared weight centers, body parts, body patterning, balance, and 
range of motion in compositions and performances.  

1.3.5. A.1 Perform planned and improvised sequences with a distinct beginning, middle, and end that manipulate time, space, 
and energy, and accurately transfer rhythmic patterns from the auditory to the kinesthetic. 

1.3.5. A.2 Use improvisation as a tool to create and perform movement sequences incorporating various spatial levels (i.e., low, 
middle, and high), tempos, and spatial pathways. 

1.3.5. A.3 Create and perform dances alone and in small groups that communicate meaning on a variety of themes, using props 
or artwork as creative stimuli. 

1.3.5. A.4 Demonstrate developmentally appropriate kinesthetic awareness of basic anatomical principles, using flexibility, 
balance, strength, focus, concentration, and coordination.  

1.3.5. A.5 Perform basic sequences of movement from different styles or traditions accurately, demonstrating proper alignment, 
balance, initiation of movement, and direction of focus. 

 Interdisciplinary Connections 
 

 Comprehensive Health and Physical Education Standards 

2.5.4.A.1 Explain and perform essential elements of movement skills in both isolated settings (i.e., skill practice) and applied 
settings (i.e., games, sports, dance, and recreational activities). 

2.5.4.A.2  
 

Use body management skills and demonstrate control when moving in relation to others, objects, and boundaries in 
personal and general space.   

2.5.4.A.3 Explain and demonstrate movement sequences, individually and with others, in response to various tempos, rhythms, 
and musical styles. 

 ELA Standards 

SL.3.1.B Follow agreed-upon norms for discussions (e.g., gaining the floor in respectful ways, listening to others with care, 
speaking one at a time about the topics and texts under discussion). 

 Technology Standards 

8.1.5.A.1 Select and use the appropriate digital tools and resources to accomplish a variety of tasks including solving problems. 
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 21st Century Life and Careers 
Century Life and Career Skills: 21st century life and career skills enable students to make informed decisions that 
prepare them to engage as active citizens in a dynamic global society and to successfully meet the challenges and 
opportunities of the 21st century global workplace. 
http://www.state.nj.us/education/aps/cccs/career/ 
 
9.1 Personal Financial Literacy 
This standard outlines the important fiscal knowledge, habits, and skills that must be mastered in order for students to 
make informed decisions about personal finance. Financial literacy is an integral component of a student's college and 
career readiness, enabling students to achieve fulfilling, financially-secure, and successful careers. 
9.2 Career Awareness, Exploration, and Preparation 
This standard outlines the importance of being knowledgeable about one's interests and talents, and being well 
informed about postsecondary and career options, career planning, and career requirements. 
9.3 Career and Technical Education 
This standard outlines what students should know and be able to do upon completion of a CTE Program of Study. 
 

Career Ready Practices 
CRP1. Act as a responsible and contributing citizen and employee. 
CRP2. Apply appropriate academic and technical skills.  
CRP4. Communicate clearly and effectively and with reason.  
CRP5. Consider the environmental, social and economic impacts of decisions.  
CRP6. Demonstrate creativity and innovation. 
CRP10. Plan education and career paths aligned to personal goals. 
CRP11. Use technology to enhance productivity.  
CRP12. Work productively in teams while using cultural global competence. 

Essential Understandings 
 

Essential Questions 

Students will understand that... 
● Music is composed using various mathematical patterns 

and formula     
● The various staffs help us identify and what note to play. 
● Rhythm is a complex passage using various different 

lengths of sound in various patterns  
● Different staves make it easier to identify specific tone

      

       
● How do I know what note to play when?   
● What is rhythm?   
● Why are there different staffs?   
● Why are there symbols on my music?    
● How do I notate a song?  
● How can I demonstrate a rhythm? 

 

http://www.state.nj.us/education/aps/cccs/career/
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● Musical notation uses various symbols to minimize 
notation and communicate the intention of the composer.  

● Every school will demonstrate the function and anatomy 
of their method.  

● Songs are written mathematical patterns divided into 
measures that add to particular numbers   

● Playing an instrument requires practice and achievement 
is dependent upon the amount of time you dedicate  

● Movement can be used to represent a rhythm. 

Evidence of Student Learning 
 

Formative Assessments Summative Assessments 

● Teacher observation  
● Performances 
● Demonstration   
● Written assessments compositions 
● Students critique 
● Class participation  
● Verbal feedback  

● Performance   
● Observation   
● Individual evaluation  

Benchmark Assessment 

 Student Performance with Rubric 
Alternative Assessments 

 Rubric or Observation Checklist scoring student 
planning, lyrics, sheet music, or practice towards 
performance 

 Student self-reflection or discussion while planning their 
performance 

 Conversation/presentation rubric to score student work 
and presentation of final project or performance 

Knowledge and Skills 
 

Content Skills 

Students will know... 
● Teach students how to play percussion instruments. 
● Motor and movement activities to demonstrate a steady 

beat. 
● Listening to compound meter and identifying the meter. 
● Reading and performing rhythms. 
● Meter in music organizes the piece. 

 Students will be able to … 
● Identify, perform, and move to a steady beat, no beat, 

rests, and fermatas in music.     
● Identify and perform to meter in 2, 3, and 4  
● Reproduce even/uneven rhythm patterns.  
● Clap various patterns using quarter notes, eighth notes, 

quarter rests, half notes, whole notes, dotted half notes 
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● Students will identify and demonstrate their vocal break.   
● The various staffs help us identify and what note to play   
● Rhythm is a complex passage using various different 

lengths of sound in various patterns. 
● Different staves make it easier to identify specific tones.   
● Musical notation uses various symbols to minimize 

notation and communicate the intention of the composer. 

● Using written notation, clap various patterns using 
quarter notes, eighth notes, quarter rests, half notes, 
whole notes, dotted half notes  

● Explain and demonstrate the difference between beat 
and rhythm.       

● Identify, demonstrate and describe the steady beat in a 
song       

● Identify the instruments     
● can fall into that category and explain why.   
● Define meter and identify it in a piece or song written in 

2/4, 3⁄4 and 4/4  
● Define and describe note names and duration in 4/4 
● Improvise rhythmic patterns and notate them on a staff 
● Perform many rhythms at one time, following the same 

beat. (drum circle, body movements, etc.).  

Instructional Plan 
 

Suggested Activities Resources 

Comprehensive Music Learning Sequence (CMLS) rhythm cards: 
Students will echo teacher verbally then echo and add body 
percussion.  

CMLS rhythm cards 

Students will sing various songs to demonstrate singing rhythms 
together. 

Get America Singing & Get America Singing Again 
Making Music series 

Students will play keyboards to written rhythms to practice 
playing together. 

Music mash up  
Keyboard Adventure 

Students will perform rhythm activities/games: use rhythm sticks, 
or body percussion to demonstrate a rhythm 

Dance Series 
Rhythm Stick Activities 

Students will dance and move to the beat with various tempos 
and genres of music to demonstrate steady beat, halt time and 
double time movement. 

Music CD’s 

 Literature 
 

● Making Music by Pearson 
● Music Connection by Silver Burdett 
● Music K - 8 Magazine by Plank Road Publishing 
● Bowmar’s Adventure in Music Listening by Belwin Mills 
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Websites 
 

www.Musiclearningcommunity.com  www.Makingmusicfun.com  

www.Pianoeducation.com  www.noteworks.com  

www.Funbrain.com  www.hearitnoteit.com  

www.Datadragon.com  www.monkeydrum.com  

www.Creatingmusic,com  www.musicalme.com  

www.Noteworks.com  www.youtube.com  

www.quavermusic.com  

Accommodations & Modifications 
 

English Language Learners 
● Students work with buddies 
● Preferential Seating 
● Restate, reword or clarify directions 
● Provide translated material  
● Provided differentiation for students as needed  
● Allow for alternate forms of responses-drawing or speaking instead of writing to demonstrate knowledge when you are not 

specifically assessing writing 

Gifted and Talented 
● Use audio materials when necessary 
● Read directions aloud to students 
● Restate, reword or clarify directions 
● Redirect students to keep them focused 
● Provide breaks when the students become frustrated 
● Reteach lesson using small groups 
● Monitor progress during lesson 
● Shorten assignment to focus on mastery of key concepts 
● Provide a support and cueing system 

Basic Skills 
● Use audio materials when necessary 
● Read directions aloud to students 
● Restate, reword or clarify directions 
● Redirect students to keep them focused 
● Provide breaks when the students become frustrated 
● Reteach lesson using small groups 

http://www.musiclearningcommunity.com/
http://www.makingmusicfun.com/
http://www.pianoeducation.com/
http://www.noteworks.com/
http://www.funbrain.com/
http://www.hear/
http://www.datadragon.com/
http://www.monkeydrum.com/
about:blank
http://www.musicalme.com/
http://www.noteworks.com/
http://www.youtube.com/
http://www.quavermusic.com/
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● Monitor progress during lesson 
● Shorten assignment to focus on mastery of key concepts 
● Provide a support and cueing system 

Economically Disadvantaged 

 Provide clear, achievable expectation, do not lower academic requirements for them.  

 Build a safe and nurturing atmosphere 

 Perspective and experiences of the children need to be considered  

 Create ways for students to share their emotions 

 Give every student the same opportunity for success. 

 Use real-world examples and create mental models for abstract idea 

 Provide increased knowledge base and vocabulary use about real world experiences. 

 Share the decision making in class. 

 Daily affirmations 

 Asking to hear students’ hopes and offering reinforcements of those hopes 

 Telling students why they can succeed 

Special Education/504 Plans 
● Redirect students to keep them focused 
● Provide differentiated instruction as needed 
● Follow all IEP modifications/504 plan 
● Provide manipulatives or the opportunity to draw solution strategies 
● Use colored notes instead of traditional notation 
● Place note names under the notes 
● Shorten assignments to focus on mastery of key concepts 
● Restate, reword and clarify directions 
● Lessen the amount of information presented. 

Students at Risk of Failure: 
 Make sure children feel welcome and comfortable while being discrete 

 Help to provide basic needs while the child is in school (food, clothing, etc) 

 Provide resources for basic needs outside of school (medical, shelter, food, etc) 

 Keep nutritious snacks available 

 Pair with adult mentor or buddy 

 Provide structure and adhere to a consistent daily routine with clear and concise rules 

 Facilitate successful experiences 
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Unit 2:   Melody Duration:   6 days (November – December) 
 

Standards 

1.1.2. B.1 Explore the elements of music through verbal and written responses to diverse aural prompts and printed scores.  

1.1.2.B.2  Identify musical elements in response to diverse aural prompts, such as rhythm, timbre, dynamics, form, and melody. 

1.1.2. B.3 Identify and categorize sound sources by common traits (e.g., scales, rhythmic patterns, and/or other musical 
elements), and identify rhythmic notation up to eighth notes and rests. 

1.1.2. B.4 Categorize families of instruments and identify their associated musical properties.  

1.3.P.B.1  Clap, sing, or play on pitch from basic notation in the treble clef, with consideration of pitch, rhythm, dynamics, and 
tempo. 

1.3.2. B.2 Demonstrate developmentally appropriate vocal production/vocal placement and breathing technique. 

1.3.2.B.3  Demonstrate correct playing techniques for Orff instruments or equivalent homemade instruments.  

1.3.2. B.4 Vocalize the home tone of familiar and unfamiliar songs, and demonstrate appropriate posture and breathing technique 
while performing songs, rounds, or canons in unison and with a partner.  

1.3.2.B.5  Improvise short tonal and rhythmic patterns over ostinatos, and modify melodic or rhythmic patterns using selected 
notes and/or scales to create expressive ideas.  

1.3.2. B.6 Sing or play simple melodies or rhythmic accompaniments in AB and ABA forms independently and in groups, and 
sight-read rhythmic and music notation up to and including eighth notes and rests in a major scale. 

1.3.5. B.1 Sing or play music from complex notation, using notation systems in treble and bass clef, mixed meter, and compound 
meter. 

1.3.5. B.2 Sing melodic and harmonizing parts, independently and in groups, adjusting to the range and timbre of the developing 
voice. 

1.3.5. B.3 Improvise and score simple melodies over given harmonic structures using traditional instruments and/or computer 
programs. 

1.3.5. B.4 Decode how the elements of music are used to achieve unity and variety, tension and release, and balance in musical 
compositions. 

1.4.2.B.2  Apply the principles of positive critique in giving and receiving responses to performances.  

1.3.5. A.1 Perform planned and improvised sequences with a distinct beginning, middle, and end that manipulate time, space, 
and energy, and accurately transfer rhythmic patterns from the auditory to the kinesthetic. 

1.3.5. A.2 Use improvisation as a tool to create and perform movement sequences incorporating various spatial levels (i.e., low, 
middle, and high), tempos, and spatial pathways. 

 Interdisciplinary Connections 
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 Comprehensive Health and Physical Education Standards 

2.5.4.A.1 Explain and perform essential elements of movement skills in both isolated settings (i.e., skill practice) and applied 
settings (i.e., games, sports, dance, and recreational activities). 

2.5.4.A.2  
 

Use body management skills and demonstrate control when moving in relation to others, objects, and boundaries in 
personal and general space.   

2.5.4.A.3 Explain and demonstrate movement sequences, individually and with others, in response to various tempos, rhythms, 
and musical styles. 

 ELA Standards 

SL.3.1.B Follow agreed-upon norms for discussions (e.g., gaining the floor in respectful ways, listening to others with care, 
speaking one at a time about the topics and texts under discussion). 

 Technology Standards 

8.1.5.A.1 Select and use the appropriate digital tools and resources to accomplish a variety of tasks including solving problems. 

 21st Century Life and Careers 
Century Life and Career Skills: 21st century life and career skills enable students to make informed decisions that 
prepare them to engage as active citizens in a dynamic global society and to successfully meet the challenges and 
opportunities of the 21st century global workplace. 
http://www.state.nj.us/education/aps/cccs/career/ 
9.1 Personal Financial Literacy 
This standard outlines the important fiscal knowledge, habits, and skills that must be mastered in order for students to 
make informed decisions about personal finance. Financial literacy is an integral component of a student's college and 
career readiness, enabling students to achieve fulfilling, financially-secure, and successful careers. 
9.2 Career Awareness, Exploration, and Preparation 
This standard outlines the importance of being knowledgeable about one's interests and talents, and being well 
informed about postsecondary and career options, career planning, and career requirements. 
9.3 Career and Technical Education 
This standard outlines what students should know and be able to do upon completion of a CTE Program of Study. 
 

Career Ready Practices 
CRP1. Act as a responsible and contributing citizen and employee. 
CRP2. Apply appropriate academic and technical skills.  
CRP4. Communicate clearly and effectively and with reason.  
CRP5. Consider the environmental, social and economic impacts of decisions.  
CRP6. Demonstrate creativity and innovation. 
CRP10. Plan education and career paths aligned to personal goals. 
CRP11. Use technology to enhance productivity.  
CRP12. Work productively in teams while using cultural global competence. 

http://www.state.nj.us/education/aps/cccs/career/
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Formative Assessments 
 

Summative Assessments 

● Teacher observation Performances 
● Demonstration   
● Written assessments compositions 
● Students critique 
● Class participation 
● Verbal feedback  

● Performance   
● Observation   
● Individual evaluation  

Benchmark Assessment 

 Student Performance with Rubric 
Alternative Assessments 

 Rubric or Observation Checklist scoring student 
planning, lyrics, sheet music, or practice towards 
performance 

 Student self-reflection or discussion while planning their 
performance 

 Conversation/presentation rubric to score student work 
and presentation of final project or performance 

Knowledge and Skills 
 

Content Skills 

Students will know... 
● Identifying melodic shape. 
● How does the melody move? Step or leap? 
● Introduce musical alphabet and the direction of the 

alphabet 
● Write the notes and letter names on a staff. 
● Utilize pictures and mnemonic devices to remember the 

lines and spaces of the staff. 
● Introduce the instruments in treble clef, bass clef and 

grand staff. 
● Every note can be divided into smaller and smaller parts 

of time.  
● There are many different types of instruments that can be 

divided into different groups and families.  
● Each family has distinct and common elements.   
● Feeling music throughout your body helps develop and 

internal beat that transfers to all aspects of music.   

Students will be able to … 
● Identify, perform and move to melodic contour. 
● Identify, perform, and move to melodic movement by 

steps, leaps, and repeats and octaves. 
● Identify, perform and move to melodic rhythm, imitation 

and ostinato. 
● Identify, perform and move to melodic phrases (same, 

different, longer, and shorter)     
● Define solo and explain its role in the melody of a piece 

or song.       
● Identify what instrument holds the melody in each by 

listening to examples. 
● Identify and locate the letter names of the notes.  
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● Understanding the amount of time a musician put into a 
song shows you why listening respectfully is so important. 

● Planned and free movement can be used to as melodic 
movement. 

Instructional Plan 
 

Suggested Activities Resources 

Students will sing various songs to demonstrate ability to sing in 
tune. 

Making Music series 
Get America Singing & Get America Singing Again 

Students will listen to examples of different vocal ranges 
(soprano, alto, tenor and bass) to be able to listen to new music 
and identify singing range. Discuss how this applies to 
instruments. 

www.youtube.com 
Music CD’s 

Students will name the 4 spaces and 5 lines to begin learning 
how to read music. 

Music lined white boards 

Students will use keyboard or bells to explore melodies in music. 
Read, compose and play 

Bell set 
Electronic Keyboards 

 Literature 
 

● Making Music by Pearson 
● Music Connection by Silver Burdett 
● Music K - 8 Magazine by Plank Road Publishing 
● Bowmar’s Adventure in Music Listening by Belwin Mills 

Websites 
 

www.Noteflight.com  www.Atozkidstuff.com  

www.noteworks.com  www.Makingmusicfun.com  

www.Hearitnoteit.com  www.Monkeydrum.com   

www.Musicalme.com  www.Jazzyday.com  

www.Funbrain.com  www.Creatingmusic.com  

www.youtube.com  www.quavermusic.com 

Accommodations & Modifications 
 

English Language Learners 
● Students work with buddies 
● Preferential Seating 

http://www.youtube.com/
http://www.noteflight.com/
http://www.atozkidstuff.com/
http://www.noteworks.com/
http://www.makingmusicfun.com/
http://www.hearitnoteit.com/
http://www.monkeydrum.com/
http://www.musicalme.com/
http://www.jazzyday.com/
http://www.funbrain.com/
http://www.creatingmusic.com/
http://www.youtube.com/
http://www.quavermusic.com/
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● Restate, reword or clarify directions 
● Provide translated material  
● Provided differentiation for students as needed  
● Allow for alternate forms of responses-drawing or speaking instead of writing to demonstrate knowledge when you are not 

specifically assessing writing 

Gifted and Talented 
● Use audio materials when necessary 
● Read directions aloud to students 
● Restate, reword or clarify directions 
● Redirect students to keep them focused 
● Provide breaks when the students become frustrated 
● Reteach lesson using small groups 
● Monitor progress during lesson 
● Shorten assignment to focus on mastery of key concepts 
● Provide a support and cueing system 

Basic Skills 
● Use audio materials when necessary 
● Read directions aloud to students 
● Restate, reword or clarify directions 
● Redirect students to keep them focused 
● Provide breaks when the students become frustrated 
● Reteach lesson using small groups 
● Monitor progress during lesson 
● Shorten assignment to focus on mastery of key concepts 
● Provide a support and cueing system 

Economically Disadvantaged 

 Provide clear, achievable expectation, do not lower academic requirements for them.  

 Build a safe and nurturing atmosphere 

 Perspective and experiences of the children need to be considered  

 Create ways for students to share their emotions 

 Give every student the same opportunity for success. 

 Use real-world examples and create mental models for abstract idea 

 Provide increased knowledge base and vocabulary use about real world experiences. 

 Share the decision making in class. 

 Daily affirmations 

 Asking to hear students’ hopes and offering reinforcements of those hopes 
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 Telling students why they can succeed 

Special Education/504 Plans 
● Redirect students to keep them focused 
● Provide differentiated instruction as needed 
● Follow all IEP modifications/504 plan 
● Provide manipulatives or the opportunity to draw solution strategies 
● Use colored notes instead of traditional notation 
● Place note names under the notes 
● Shorten assignments to focus on mastery of key concepts 
● Restate, reword and clarify directions 
● Lessen the amount of information presented. 

Students at Risk of Failure: 
 Make sure children feel welcome and comfortable while being discrete 

 Help to provide basic needs while the child is in school (food, clothing, etc) 

 Provide resources for basic needs outside of school (medical, shelter, food, etc) 

 Keep nutritious snacks available 

 Pair with adult mentor or buddy 

 Provide structure and adhere to a consistent daily routine with clear and concise rules 

 Facilitate successful experiences 
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Unit 3: Tone Color Duration:  9 days (January – February) 
 

Standards 

1.1.2. B.1 Explore the elements of music through verbal and written responses to diverse aural prompts and printed scores.  

1.1.2.B.2  Identify musical elements in response to diverse aural prompts, such as rhythm, timbre, dynamics, form, and melody. 

1.1.2. B.3 Identify and categorize sound sources by common traits (e.g., scales, rhythmic patterns, and/or other musical 
elements), and identify rhythmic notation up to eighth notes and rests. 

1.1.2. B.4 Categorize families of instruments and identify their associated musical properties.  

1.2.2.A.1   Identify characteristic theme-based works of dance, music, theatre, and visual art, such as artworks based on the 
themes of family and community, from various historical periods and world cultures. 

1.2.5. A.1 Recognize works of dance, music, theatre, and visual art as a reflection of societal values and beliefs. 

1.3.P.B.1  Clap, sing, or play on pitch from basic notation in the treble clef, with consideration of pitch, rhythm, dynamics, and 
tempo. 

1.3.2. B.2 Demonstrate developmentally appropriate vocal production/vocal placement and breathing technique. 

1.3.2.B.3  Demonstrate correct playing techniques for Orff instruments or equivalent homemade instruments.  

1.3.2. B.4 Vocalize the home tone of familiar and unfamiliar songs, and demonstrate appropriate posture and breathing technique 
while performing songs, rounds, or canons in unison and with a partner.  

1.3.2.B.5  Improvise short tonal and rhythmic patterns over ostinatos, and modify melodic or rhythmic patterns using selected 
notes and/or scales to create expressive ideas.  

1.3.2. B.6 Sing or play simple melodies or rhythmic accompaniments in AB and ABA forms independently and in groups, and 
sight-read rhythmic and music notation up to and including eighth notes and rests in a major scale. 

1.3.2. B.7 Blend unison and harmonic parts and vocal or instrumental timbres while matching dynamic levels in response to a 
conductor’s cues.  

1.3.5. B.1 Sing or play music from complex notation, using notation systems in treble and bass clef, mixed meter, and compound 
meter. 

1.3.5. B.2 Sing melodic and harmonizing parts, independently and in groups, adjusting to the range and timbre of the developing 
voice. 

1.3.5. B.3 Improvise and score simple melodies over given harmonic structures using traditional instruments and/or computer 
programs. 

1.3.5. B.4 Decode how the elements of music are used to achieve unity and variety, tension and release, and balance in musical 
compositions. 

1.4.2.B.2  Apply the principles of positive critique in giving and receiving responses to performances.  

 Interdisciplinary Connections 
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 Comprehensive Health and Physical Education Standards 

2.5.4.A.1 Explain and perform essential elements of movement skills in both isolated settings (i.e., skill practice) and applied 
settings (i.e., games, sports, dance, and recreational activities). 

2.5.4.A.2  
 

Use body management skills and demonstrate control when moving in relation to others, objects, and boundaries in 
personal and general space.   

2.5.4.A.3 Explain and demonstrate movement sequences, individually and with others, in response to various tempos, rhythms, 
and musical styles. 

 ELA Standards 

SL.3.1.B Follow agreed-upon norms for discussions (e.g., gaining the floor in respectful ways, listening to others with care, 
speaking one at a time about the topics and texts under discussion). 

 Technology Standards 

8.1.5.A.1 Select and use the appropriate digital tools and resources to accomplish a variety of tasks including solving problems. 

 21st Century Life and Careers 
Century Life and Career Skills: 21st century life and career skills enable students to make informed decisions that 
prepare them to engage as active citizens in a dynamic global society and to successfully meet the challenges and 
opportunities of the 21st century global workplace. 
http://www.state.nj.us/education/aps/cccs/career/ 
9.1 Personal Financial Literacy 
This standard outlines the important fiscal knowledge, habits, and skills that must be mastered in order for students to 
make informed decisions about personal finance. Financial literacy is an integral component of a student's college and 
career readiness, enabling students to achieve fulfilling, financially-secure, and successful careers. 
9.2 Career Awareness, Exploration, and Preparation 
This standard outlines the importance of being knowledgeable about one's interests and talents, and being well 
informed about postsecondary and career options, career planning, and career requirements. 
9.3 Career and Technical Education 
This standard outlines what students should know and be able to do upon completion of a CTE Program of Study. 
 

Career Ready Practices 
CRP1. Act as a responsible and contributing citizen and employee. 
CRP2. Apply appropriate academic and technical skills.  
CRP4. Communicate clearly and effectively and with reason.  
CRP5. Consider the environmental, social and economic impacts of decisions.  
CRP6. Demonstrate creativity and innovation. 
CRP10. Plan education and career paths aligned to personal goals. 
CRP11. Use technology to enhance productivity.  
CRP12. Work productively in teams while using cultural global competence. 

http://www.state.nj.us/education/aps/cccs/career/
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Formative Assessments Summative Assessments 

● Teacher observation   
● Performances 
● Demonstration   
● Written assessments compositions 
● Students critique 
● Class participation 
● Verbal feedback  

● Performance   
● Observation   
● Individual evaluation 

Benchmark Assessment 

 Student Performance with Rubric 
Alternative Assessments 

 Rubric or Observation Checklist scoring student 
planning, lyrics, sheet music, or practice towards 
performance 

 Student self-reflection or discussion while planning their 
performance 

 Conversation/presentation rubric to score student work 
and presentation of final project or performance 

Knowledge and Skills 
 

Content Skills 

Students will know... 
● Vocal ranges and colors 
● Basic keyboard proficiency 
● Vocal production 
● Classical music listening 
● Teach the sections of the orchestra 
● Students will identify and demonstrate their vocal break.   
● The various staffs help us identify and what note to play   
● Rhythm is a complex passage using various different 

lengths of sound in various patterns.   
● Different staves make it easier to identify specific tones.  
● Musical notation uses various symbols to minimize 

notation and communicate the intention of the compose. 

 Students will be able to … 
● Identify various vocal tone colors and instrumental colors 
● Students will use different tone colors when playing 
● Students will explore their own vocal tone color 
● Enjoy and evaluate tone color in music 
● Continue to identify the difference in tone color of 

various musical groupings  
   

Instructional Plan 
 

Suggested Activities Resources 

Students will listen to various musical ensembles to hear the 
difference between orchestras, small ensembles and bands. 

Making music series recordings 
www.youtube.com 
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Students will use the keyboard Voice programs to hear how 
different voices sound. 

Electronic Keyboards 

Students will Use classroom instruments to make sounds so 
students can identify instruments by sight and sound. 

Electronic Keyboards 
Xylophone, recorders, drums, drum machine 

Students will Sing songs from different cultural disciplines to 
introduce students to instruments and sounds from other 
cultures. 

Making music series 
Get America & Get America Singing Again 

 Literature 
 

● Making Music by Pearson 
● Music Connection by Silver Burdett 
● Music K - 8 Magazine by Plank Road Publishing 
● Bowmar’s Adventure in Music Listening by Belwin Mills 

Websites 
 

www.Composersdatebook.com  www.Noteflight.com  

www.musiclearningcommunity.com  www.pianoeducation.com  

www.funbrain.com  www.datadragon.com  

www.creatingmusic.com  www.atozkidstuff.com  

www.creatingmusic.com  www.makingmusicfun.com  

www.musicalame.com  www.monkeydrum.com  

www.jazzyday.com  www.youtube.com  

 www.quavermusic.com 

Accommodations & Modifications 
 

English Language Learners 
● Students work with buddies 
● Preferential Seating 
● Restate, reword or clarify directions 
● Provide translated material  
● Provided differentiation for students as needed  
● Allow for alternate forms of responses-drawing or speaking instead of writing to demonstrate knowledge when you are not 

specifically assessing writing 

Gifted and Talented 
● Use audio materials when necessary 
● Read directions aloud to students 

http://www.composersdatebook.com/
http://www.noteflight.com/
http://www.musiclearningcommunity.com/
http://www.pianoeducation.com/
http://www.funbrain.com/
http://www.datadragon.com/
http://www.creatingmusic.com/
http://www.atozkidstuff.com/
http://www.creatingmusic.com/
http://www.makingmusicfun.com/
http://www.musicalame.com/
http://www.monkeydrum.com/
http://www.jazzyday.com/
http://www.youtube.com/
http://www.quavermusic.com/
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● Restate, reword or clarify directions 
● Redirect students to keep them focused 
● Provide breaks when the students become frustrated 
● Reteach lesson using small groups 
● Monitor progress during lesson 
● Shorten assignment to focus on mastery of key concepts 
● Provide a support and cueing system 

Basic Skills 
● Use audio materials when necessary 
● Read directions aloud to students 
● Restate, reword or clarify directions 
● Redirect students to keep them focused 
● Provide breaks when the students become frustrated 
● Reteach lesson using small groups 
● Monitor progress during lesson 
● Shorten assignment to focus on mastery of key concepts 
● Provide a support and cueing system 

Economically Disadvantaged 

 Provide clear, achievable expectation, do not lower academic requirements for them.  

 Build a safe and nurturing atmosphere 

 Perspective and experiences of the children need to be considered  

 Create ways for students to share their emotions 

 Give every student the same opportunity for success. 

 Use real-world examples and create mental models for abstract idea 

 Provide increased knowledge base and vocabulary use about real world experiences. 

 Share the decision making in class. 

 Daily affirmations 

 Asking to hear students’ hopes and offering reinforcements of those hopes 

 Telling students why they can succeed 

Special Education/504 Plans 
● Redirect students to keep them focused 
● Provide differentiated instruction as needed 
● Follow all IEP modifications/504 plan 
● Provide manipulatives or the opportunity to draw solution strategies 
● Use colored notes instead of traditional notation 
● Place note names under the notes 
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● Shorten assignments to focus on mastery of key concepts 
● Restate, reword and clarify directions 
● Lessen the amount of information presented. 

Students at Risk of Failure: 
 Make sure children feel welcome and comfortable while being discrete 

 Help to provide basic needs while the child is in school (food, clothing, etc) 

 Provide resources for basic needs outside of school (medical, shelter, food, etc) 

 Keep nutritious snacks available 

 Pair with adult mentor or buddy 

 Provide structure and adhere to a consistent daily routine with clear and concise rules 

 Facilitate successful experiences 
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Unit 4:  Form Duration:  8 days (March – April) 
 

Standards 

1.1.2. B.1 Explore the elements of music through verbal and written responses to diverse aural prompts and printed scores.  

1.1.2.B.2  Identify musical elements in response to diverse aural prompts, such as rhythm, timbre, dynamics, form, and melody. 

1.1.2. B.3 Identify and categorize sound sources by common traits (e.g., scales, rhythmic patterns, and/or other musical 
elements), and identify rhythmic notation up to eighth notes and rests. 

1.2.2. A.2 Identify how artists and specific works of dance, music, theatre, and visual art reflect, and are affected by, past and 
present cultures. 

1.2.5. A.2 Relate common artistic elements that define distinctive art genres in dance, music, theatre, and visual art.  

1.3.P.B.1  Clap, sing, or play on pitch from basic notation in the treble clef, with consideration of pitch, rhythm, dynamics, and 
tempo. 

1.3.2. B.2 Demonstrate developmentally appropriate vocal production/vocal placement and breathing technique. 

1.3.2.B.3  Demonstrate correct playing techniques for Orff instruments or equivalent homemade instruments.  

1.3.2. B.4 Vocalize the home tone of familiar and unfamiliar songs, and demonstrate appropriate posture and breathing technique 
while performing songs, rounds, or canons in unison and with a partner.  

1.3.2.B.5  Improvise short tonal and rhythmic patterns over ostinatos, and modify melodic or rhythmic patterns using selected 
notes and/or scales to create expressive ideas.  

1.3.2. B.6 Sing or play simple melodies or rhythmic accompaniments in AB and ABA forms independently and in groups, and 
sight-read rhythmic and music notation up to and including eighth notes and rests in a major scale. 

1.3.2. B.7 Blend unison and harmonic parts and vocal or instrumental timbres while matching dynamic levels in response to a 
conductor’s cues.  

1.3.5. B.1 Sing or play music from complex notation, using notation systems in treble and bass clef, mixed meter, and compound 
meter. 

1.3.5. B.2 Sing melodic and harmonizing parts, independently and in groups, adjusting to the range and timbre of the developing 
voice. 

1.3.5. B.3 Improvise and score simple melodies over given harmonic structures using traditional instruments and/or computer 
programs. 

1.3.5. B.4 Decode how the elements of music are used to achieve unity and variety, tension and release, and balance in musical 
compositions. 

1.4.2. B.1 Observe the basic arts elements in performances and exhibitions and use them to formulate objective assessments of 
artworks in dance, music, theatre, and visual art. 

1.4.2.B.2  Apply the principles of positive critique in giving and receiving responses to performances.  

1.4.2.B.3  Recognize the making subject or theme in works of dance, music, theatre, and visual art.  
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 Interdisciplinary Connections 
 

 Comprehensive Health and Physical Education Standards 

2.5.4.A.1 Explain and perform essential elements of movement skills in both isolated settings (i.e., skill practice) and applied 
settings (i.e., games, sports, dance, and recreational activities). 

2.5.4.A.2  
 

Use body management skills and demonstrate control when moving in relation to others, objects, and boundaries in 
personal and general space.   

2.5.4.A.3 Explain and demonstrate movement sequences, individually and with others, in response to various tempos, rhythms, 
and musical styles. 

 ELA Standards 

SL.3.1.B Follow agreed-upon norms for discussions (e.g., gaining the floor in respectful ways, listening to others with care, 
speaking one at a time about the topics and texts under discussion). 

 Technology Standards 

8.1.5.A.1 Select and use the appropriate digital tools and resources to accomplish a variety of tasks including solving problems. 

 21st Century Life and Careers 
Century Life and Career Skills: 21st century life and career skills enable students to make informed decisions that 
prepare them to engage as active citizens in a dynamic global society and to successfully meet the challenges and 
opportunities of the 21st century global workplace. 
http://www.state.nj.us/education/aps/cccs/career/ 
 
9.1 Personal Financial Literacy 
This standard outlines the important fiscal knowledge, habits, and skills that must be mastered in order for students to 
make informed decisions about personal finance. Financial literacy is an integral component of a student's college and 
career readiness, enabling students to achieve fulfilling, financially-secure, and successful careers. 
9.2 Career Awareness, Exploration, and Preparation 
This standard outlines the importance of being knowledgeable about one's interests and talents, and being well 
informed about postsecondary and career options, career planning, and career requirements. 
9.3 Career and Technical Education 
This standard outlines what students should know and be able to do upon completion of a CTE Program of Study. 
 

Career Ready Practices 
CRP1. Act as a responsible and contributing citizen and employee. 
CRP2. Apply appropriate academic and technical skills.  
CRP4. Communicate clearly and effectively and with reason.  
CRP5. Consider the environmental, social and economic impacts of decisions.  
CRP6. Demonstrate creativity and innovation. 

http://www.state.nj.us/education/aps/cccs/career/
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CRP10. Plan education and career paths aligned to personal goals. 
CRP11. Use technology to enhance productivity.  
CRP12. Work productively in teams while using cultural global competence. 

Formative Assessments Summative Assessments 

● Teacher observation Performances 
● Demonstration   
● Written assessments compositions 
● Students critique 
● Class participation 
● Verbal feedback 

● Performance    
● Observation   
● Individual evaluation  

Benchmark Assessment 

 Student Performance with Rubric 
Alternative Assessments 

 Rubric or Observation Checklist scoring student 
planning, lyrics, sheet music, or practice towards 
performance 

 Student self-reflection or discussion while planning their 
performance 

 Conversation/presentation rubric to score student work 
and presentation of final project or performance 

Knowledge and Skills 
 

Content Skills 

Students will know... 
● Play a recording of different examples of AB, ABA and 

Rondo and solo-chorus songs. 
● Read from sheet music and identify the many signs that 

lead the student to follow the direction of the music. 
●  Modern music was influenced by many different styles 

and genres throughout time •  
● A composer writes many types of music. Anyone who 

writes music can be a composer. •  
● Every note can be divided into smaller and smaller parts 

of time. •  
● There are many different types of instruments that can be 

divided into different groups and families.  
● Each family has distinct and common elements. 

 

Students will be able to … 
● Identify, perform, and move to AB, ABA, and Rondo, and 

solo-chorus songs.  
● Identify and perform introduction/coda in music. 
● Identify D.C. al Fine.     
● Define and identify the introduction    
● Map out the form of a song using the correct 

terminology. (Intro, Verse, Chorus) 



24 

Instructional Plan 
 

Suggested Activities Resources 

Students will Sing various songs to help students identify ABA 
form. 

Get America Singing/Get America Singing Again 
Making music series 

Students will Compose a keyboard piece in AB form to help 
students gain a greater understanding of this form. 

Keyboards/Bells 

Students will Dance various dances so students can feel the 
different forms. 

Fun dance CDs. Chimes of Dunkirk 

Students will View select art and discuss in terms of musical form Art and music series 

 Literature 
 

● Making Music by Pearson 
● Music Connection by Silver Burdett 
● Music K - 8 Magazine by Plank Road Publishing 
● Bowmar’s Adventure in Music Listening by Belwin Mills 

Websites 
 

www.jazzyday.com  www.musiclearningcommunity.com  

www.musicalme.com  www.pianoeducation.com  

www.monkeydrum.com  www.funbrain.com  

www.Hearitnoteit.com  www.datadragon.com  

www.noteworks.com  www.atozkids.com  

www.creatingmusic.com  www.makingmusicfun.com  

www.youtube.com  www.noteflight.com  

www.quavermusic.com  

Accommodations & Modifications 
 

English Language Learners 
● Students work with buddies 
● Preferential Seating 
● Restate, reword or clarify directions 
● Provide translated material  
● Provided differentiation for students as needed  
● Allow for alternate forms of responses-drawing or speaking instead of writing to demonstrate knowledge when you are not 

specifically assessing writing 

http://www.jazzyday.com/
http://www.musiclearningcommunity.com/
http://www.musicalme.com/
http://www.pianoeducation.com/
http://www.monkeydrum.com/
http://www.funbrain.com/
http://www.hearitnoteit.com/
http://www.datadragon.com/
http://www.noteworks.com/
http://www.atozkids.com/
http://www.creatingmusic.com/
http://www.makingmusicfun.com/
http://www.youtube.com/
http://www.noteflight.com/
http://www.quavermusic.com/
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Gifted and Talented 
● Use audio materials when necessary 
● Read directions aloud to students 
● Restate, reword or clarify directions 
● Redirect students to keep them focused 
● Provide breaks when the students become frustrated 
● Reteach lesson using small groups 
● Monitor progress during lesson 
● Shorten assignment to focus on mastery of key concepts 
● Provide a support and cueing system 

Basic Skills 
● Use audio materials when necessary 
● Read directions aloud to students 
● Restate, reword or clarify directions 
● Redirect students to keep them focused 
● Provide breaks when the students become frustrated 
● Reteach lesson using small groups 
● Monitor progress during lesson 
● Shorten assignment to focus on mastery of key concepts 
● Provide a support and cueing system 

Economically Disadvantaged 

 Provide clear, achievable expectation, do not lower academic requirements for them.  

 Build a safe and nurturing atmosphere 

 Perspective and experiences of the children need to be considered  

 Create ways for students to share their emotions 

 Give every student the same opportunity for success. 

 Use real-world examples and create mental models for abstract idea 

 Provide increased knowledge base and vocabulary use about real world experiences. 

 Share the decision making in class. 

 Daily affirmations 

 Asking to hear students’ hopes and offering reinforcements of those hopes 

 Telling students why they can succeed 

Special Education/504 Plans 
● Redirect students to keep them focused 
● Provide differentiated instruction as needed 
● Follow all IEP modifications/504 plan 
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● Provide manipulatives or the opportunity to draw solution strategies 
● Use colored notes instead of traditional notation 
● Place note names under the notes 
● Shorten assignments to focus on mastery of key concepts 
● Restate, reword and clarify directions 
● Lessen the amount of information presented. 

Students at Risk of Failure: 
 Make sure children feel welcome and comfortable while being discrete 

 Help to provide basic needs while the child is in school (food, clothing, etc) 

 Provide resources for basic needs outside of school (medical, shelter, food, etc) 

 Keep nutritious snacks available 

 Pair with adult mentor or buddy 

 Provide structure and adhere to a consistent daily routine with clear and concise rules 

 Facilitate successful experiences 
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Unit 5:  Expressive Qualities Duration:  8 days (May – June) 
 

Standards 

1.1.2. B.1 Explore the elements of music through verbal and written responses to diverse aural prompts and printed scores.  

1.1.2.B.2  Identify musical elements in response to diverse aural prompts, such as rhythm, timbre, dynamics, form, and melody. 

1.1.2. B.3 Identify and categorize sound sources by common traits (e.g., scales, rhythmic patterns, and/or other musical 
elements), and identify rhythmic notation up to eighth notes and rests. 

1.1.5. B.1 Identify the elements of music in response to aural prompts and printed music notational systems.  

1.1.5. B.2 Demonstrate the basic concepts of meter, rhythm, tonality, intervals, chords, and melodic and harmonic progressions, 
and differentiate basic structures. 

1.1.2. B.4 Categorize families of instruments and identify their associated musical properties.  

1.1.5. B.1 Identify the elements of music in response to aural prompts and printed music notational systems.  

1.1.5. B.2 Demonstrate the basic concepts of meter, rhythm, tonality, intervals, chords, and melodic and harmonic progressions, 
and differentiate basic structures. 

1.2.2.A.1   Identify characteristic theme-based works of dance, music, theatre, and visual art, such as artworks based on the 
themes of family and community, from various historical periods and world cultures. 

1.2.2. A.2 Identify how artists and specific works of dance, music, theatre, and visual art reflect, and are affected by, past and 
present cultures. 

1.2.5. A.1 Recognize works of dance, music, theatre, and visual art as a reflection of societal values and beliefs. 

1.2.5. A.2 Relate common artistic elements that define distinctive art genres in dance, music, theatre, and visual art.  

1.2.5. A.3 Determine the impact of significant contributions of individual artists in dance, music, theatre, and visual art from 
diverse cultures throughout history. 

1.3.P.B.1  Clap, sing, or play on pitch from basic notation in the treble clef, with consideration of pitch, rhythm, dynamics, and 
tempo. 

1.3.2. B.2 Demonstrate developmentally appropriate vocal production/vocal placement and breathing technique. 

1.3.2.B.3  Demonstrate correct playing techniques for Orff instruments or equivalent homemade instruments.  

1.3.2. B.4 Vocalize the home tone of familiar and unfamiliar songs, and demonstrate appropriate posture and breathing technique 
while performing songs, rounds, or canons in unison and with a partner.  

1.3.2.B.5  Improvise short tonal and rhythmic patterns over ostinatos, and modify melodic or rhythmic patterns using selected 
notes and/or scales to create expressive ideas.  

1.3.2. B.6 Sing or play simple melodies or rhythmic accompaniments in AB and ABA forms independently and in groups, and 
sight-read rhythmic and music notation up to and including eighth notes and rests in a major scale. 

1.3.2. B.7 Blend unison and harmonic parts and vocal or instrumental timbres while matching dynamic levels in response to a 
conductor’s cues.  



28 

1.3.5. B.1 Sing or play music from complex notation, using notation systems in treble and bass clef, mixed meter, and compound 
meter. 

1.3.5. B.2 Sing melodic and harmonizing parts, independently and in groups, adjusting to the range and timbre of the developing 
voice. 

1.3.5. B.3 Improvise and score simple melodies over given harmonic structures using traditional instruments and/or computer 
programs. 

1.3.5. B.4 Decode how the elements of music are used to achieve unity and variety, tension and release, and balance in musical 
compositions. 

1.4.2. B.1 Observe the basic arts elements in performances and exhibitions and use them to formulate objective assessments of 
artworks in dance, music, theatre, and visual art. 

1.4.2.B.2  Apply the principles of positive critique in giving and receiving responses to performances.  

1.4.2.B.3  Recognize the making subject or theme in works of dance, music, theatre, and visual art.  

1.4.5. A.1 Employ basic, discipline-specific arts terminology to categorize works of dance, music, theatre, and visual art 
according to established classifications. 

1.4.5. A.2 Make informed aesthetic responses to artworks based on structural arrangement and personal, cultural, and historical 
points of view.  

1.4.5. A.3 Demonstrate how art communicates ideas about personal and social values and is inspired by an individual’s 
imagination and frame of reference (e.g., personal, social, political, historical context).  

1.4.5. B.1 Assess the application of the elements of art and principles of design in dance, music, theatre, and visual artworks 
using observable, objective criteria.  

1.4.5. B.2 Use evaluative tools, such as rubrics, for self-assessment and to appraise the objectivity of critiques by peers.  

1.4.5. B.3 Use discipline-specific arts terminology to evaluate the strengths and weaknesses of works of dance, music, theatre, 
and visual art. 

1.4.5. B.4 Define technical proficiency, using the elements of the arts and principles of design. 

1.4.5. B.5 Distinguish ways in which individuals may disagree about the relative merits and effectiveness of artistic choices in the 
creation and performance of works of dance, music, theatre, and visual art. 

1.1.5. A.1 Analyze both formal and expressive aspects of time, shape, space, and energy, and differentiate basic choreographic 
structures in various dance works. 

1.3.5. A.1 Perform planned and improvised sequences with a distinct beginning, middle, and end that manipulate time, space, 
and energy, and accurately transfer rhythmic patterns from the auditory to the kinesthetic. 

 Interdisciplinary Connections 
 

 Comprehensive Health and Physical Education Standards 

2.5.4.A.1 Explain and perform essential elements of movement skills in both isolated settings (i.e., skill practice) and applied 
settings (i.e., games, sports, dance, and recreational activities). 
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2.5.4.A.2  
 

Use body management skills and demonstrate control when moving in relation to others, objects, and boundaries in 
personal and general space.   

2.5.4.A.3 Explain and demonstrate movement sequences, individually and with others, in response to various tempos, rhythms, 
and musical styles. 

 ELA Standards 

SL.3.1.B Follow agreed-upon norms for discussions (e.g., gaining the floor in respectful ways, listening to others with care, 
speaking one at a time about the topics and texts under discussion). 

 Technology Standards 

8.1.5.A.1 Select and use the appropriate digital tools and resources to accomplish a variety of tasks including solving problems. 

 21st Century Life and Careers 
Century Life and Career Skills: 21st century life and career skills enable students to make informed decisions that 
prepare them to engage as active citizens in a dynamic global society and to successfully meet the challenges and 
opportunities of the 21st century global workplace. 
http://www.state.nj.us/education/aps/cccs/career/ 
 
9.1 Personal Financial Literacy 
This standard outlines the important fiscal knowledge, habits, and skills that must be mastered in order for students to 
make informed decisions about personal finance. Financial literacy is an integral component of a student's college and 
career readiness, enabling students to achieve fulfilling, financially-secure, and successful careers. 
9.2 Career Awareness, Exploration, and Preparation 
This standard outlines the importance of being knowledgeable about one's interests and talents, and being well 
informed about postsecondary and career options, career planning, and career requirements. 
9.3 Career and Technical Education 
This standard outlines what students should know and be able to do upon completion of a CTE Program of Study. 
 

Career Ready Practices 
CRP1. Act as a responsible and contributing citizen and employee. 
CRP2. Apply appropriate academic and technical skills.  
CRP4. Communicate clearly and effectively and with reason.  
CRP5. Consider the environmental, social and economic impacts of decisions.  
CRP6. Demonstrate creativity and innovation. 
CRP10. Plan education and career paths aligned to personal goals. 
CRP11. Use technology to enhance productivity.  
CRP12. Work productively in teams while using cultural global competence. 

Formative Assessments 
 

Summative Assessments 

http://www.state.nj.us/education/aps/cccs/career/
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● Teacher observation   
● Performances 
● Demonstration   
● Written assessments 
● Students critique 
● Class participation 
● Verbal feedback  

● Performance   
● Observation   
● Individual evaluation  

Benchmark Assessment 

 Student Performance with Rubric 
Alternative Assessments 

 Rubric or Observation Checklist scoring student 
planning, lyrics, sheet music, or practice towards 
performance 

 Student self-reflection or discussion while planning their 
performance 

 Conversation/presentation rubric to score student work 
and presentation of final project or performance 

Knowledge and Skills 
 

Content Skills 

Students will know... 
● Sing a song according to a particular mood or feeling. 
● Listen to music from different cultures. 
● Listen to different musical styles ie: jazz, rap 
●  Feeling music throughout your body helps develop and 

internal beat that transfers to all aspects of music. •  
● Understanding the amount of time a musician put into a 

song shows you why listening respectfully is so important. 
● Listen to composer’s music. 
● Analyze a composition for its musical symbols. 
● There are many different styles of music. 
● Creative movement can be used to express the mood of a 

piece of music. 

 Students will be able to … 
● Identify a particular culture through its music. 
● Identify the style. 
● Discuss their feelings toward the piece of music. 
● Identify the expressive symbols of the piece 
● Discuss the particular style of a piece. 
● Use movement to express the mood of a piece of music 

and state how this expresses their thoughts about a 
given piece of music. 

Instructional Plan 
 

Suggested Activities Resources 

Students will Play (keyboards, bells, percussion, rhythm sticks) 
and move to various pieces of music in a slow, fast, medium, fast 
tempo 

Keyboard adventure. 
CD’s 
www.youtube.com  

http://www.youtube.com/
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Students will Perform various dances to music of different styles. Keyboards  
CD’s 
www.youtube.com  

Students will Compose a piece for keyboards or bells using 
various tempi and dynamics. 

Staff paper 
Keyboards 
Bells 

Students will Listen to music with different expressive styles and 
discuss. 

Making Music series 
www.youtube.com  

 Literature 
 

● Making Music by Pearson 
● Music Connection by Silver Burdett 
● Music K - 8 Magazine by Plank Road Publishing 
● Bowmar’s Adventure in Music Listening by Belwin Mills 

Websites 
 

www.Noteflight.com    www.Atozkidstuff.com  

www.noteworks.com  www.Makingmusicfun.com  

www.Hearitnoteit.com   www.Monkeydrum.com  

www.Musicalme.com  www.Jazzyday.com  

www.Funbrain.com  www.Creatingmusic.com  

www.youtube.com  www.quavermusic.com 

Accommodations & Modifications 
 

English Language Learners 
● Students work with buddies 
● Preferential Seating 
● Restate, reword or clarify directions 
● Provide translated material  
● Provided differentiation for students as needed  
● Allow for alternate forms of responses-drawing or speaking instead of writing to demonstrate knowledge when you are not 

specifically assessing writing 

Gifted and Talented 
● Use audio materials when necessary 
● Read directions aloud to students 
● Restate, reword or clarify directions 

http://www.youtube.com/
http://www.youtube.com/
http://www.noteflight.com/
http://www.atozkidstuff.com/
http://www.noteworks.com/
http://www.makingmusicfun.com/
http://www.hearitnoteit.com/
http://www.monkeydrum.com/
http://www.musicalme.com/
http://www.jazzyday.com/
http://www.funbrain.com/
http://www.creatingmusic.com/
http://www.youtube.com/
http://www.quavermusic.com/
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● Redirect students to keep them focused 
● Provide breaks when the students become frustrated 
● Reteach lesson using small groups 
● Monitor progress during lesson 
● Shorten assignment to focus on mastery of key concepts 
● Provide a support and cueing system 

Basic Skills 
● Use audio materials when necessary 
● Read directions aloud to students 
● Restate, reword or clarify directions 
● Redirect students to keep them focused 
● Provide breaks when the students become frustrated 
● Reteach lesson using small groups 
● Monitor progress during lesson 
● Shorten assignment to focus on mastery of key concepts 
● Provide a support and cueing system 

Economically Disadvantaged 

 Provide clear, achievable expectation, do not lower academic requirements for them.  

 Build a safe and nurturing atmosphere 

 Perspective and experiences of the children need to be considered  

 Create ways for students to share their emotions 

 Give every student the same opportunity for success. 

 Use real-world examples and create mental models for abstract idea 

 Provide increased knowledge base and vocabulary use about real world experiences. 

 Share the decision making in class. 

 Daily affirmations 

 Asking to hear students’ hopes and offering reinforcements of those hopes 

 Telling students why they can succeed 

Special Education/504 Plans 
● Redirect students to keep them focused 
● Provide differentiated instruction as needed 
● Follow all IEP modifications/504 plan 
● Provide manipulatives or the opportunity to draw solution strategies 
● Use colored notes instead of traditional notation 
● Place note names under the notes 
● Shorten assignments to focus on mastery of key concepts 
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● Restate, reword and clarify directions 
● Lessen the amount of information presented. 

Students at Risk of Failure: 
 Make sure children feel welcome and comfortable while being discrete 

 Help to provide basic needs while the child is in school (food, clothing, etc) 

 Provide resources for basic needs outside of school (medical, shelter, food, etc) 

 Keep nutritious snacks available 

 Pair with adult mentor or buddy 

 Provide structure and adhere to a consistent daily routine with clear and concise rules 

 Facilitate successful experiences 
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Stafford Township School District 

Grade 3  

Music Pacing Guide 
 

 
 

Unit 1: Rythm 
 

 
 

September – October  
9 Days 

 

 
 

Unit 2: Melody 
 
 

 
 

November - December 
6 Days 

 

 
 

Unit 3: Tone Color 
 
 

 
 

January - February 
9 Days 

 

 
 

Unit 4: Form 
 
 

 
 

March - April 
7 Days 

 
 

Unit 5: Expressive Qualities 
 

 
 

May – June 
8 Days 
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